
 
 

First Flight Venture Center Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
First Flight (FF), is a hub for entrepreneurship and innovation, particularly for science-
focused early stage companies.  There are over 30 companies located in our incubator 
space, plus co-working member entrepreneurs (without offices/labs but members of 
First Flight) AND alumni "graduated" companies that are part of the ecosystem.   
 
First Flight sponsorships include a variety of branding opportunities related to our 
popular and highly utilized conference rooms. Annual Sponsorships related to 
participation in the First Flight community include: 
 
ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS 
 
Gold - $10,000 Annually- 2 year minimum 

- Naming rights for the very popular currently named "Wege" Conference Room.   
- Naming rights of weekly Wednesday breakfast served all year that is beloved by 

resident companies.  Breakfast brought to you by "Your company name". 
Company collateral material displayed at breakfast location.  

- Company name, logo, description and contact information on FF website and 
digital signage in lobby 

- Automatic highest-level sponsorship status on two annual community events (i.e. 
the spring Low Country Boil and the fall Pig Pickin') 

- Company profile shared directly with all First Flight resident members and co-
working members in their welcome kit and digitally once a year 

- Company collateral materials distributed directly to resident and co-working 
companies 

- Company promoted through social media twice a month 
- Opportunity to greet the audience briefly at Itineraries, "lunch and learn" 

sessions on bi-monthly basis. These meetings bring together resident companies 
and outside entrepreneurs to learn about rotating topics for the startup journey 
to commercialization, specific company research, grant opportunities, etc. 

- Company profile featured in all issues of the quarterly newsletter, "The Wright 
Stuff". Distribution to over 3,000 contacts. 

- Ability to hold 4 meetings a year at First Flight in any of the conference rooms 
 
 
 
 



Silver - $5,000 Annually- 2 year minimum 
- Naming rights for the currently named "Draper" Conference Room.   
- Company name, logo, description, contact information on FF website and digital 

signage in lobby 
- Automatic sponsorship status on two annual community events (i.e. the spring 

Low Country Boil and the fall Annual Pig Pickin')  
- Company profile shared directly with all First Flight resident members and co-

working members in welcome kit 
- Opportunity to attend and distribute materials at Itineraries, "lunch and lean" 

sessions on bi monthly basis. These meetings bring together resident companies 
and outside entrepreneurs to learn about rotating topics relevant to start up 
journey to commercialization, specific company research and grant opportunities. 

- Company services featured in 2 issues of the quarterly newsletter, "The Wright 
Stuff". Distribution to over 3,000 contacts. 

- Ability to hold 3 meetings a year at First Flight in any of the conference rooms 
 
Bronze - $2,500 

- Naming rights for the weekly social gathering at First Flight on Thursdays 
- Company name, logo, description, contact information on FF website and digital 

signage in lobby 
- Company profile shared directly with all First Flight resident members and co-

working members once a year 
- Opportunity to attend Itineraries, "lunch and lean" sessions on bi monthly basis. 

These meetings bring together resident companies and outside entrepreneurs to 
share an overview of the company's research and products 

- Company services featured 1 issue of the quarterly newsletter, "The Wright 
Stuff". Distribution to over 3,000 contacts. 

- Ability to hold 2 meetings a year at First Flight in any of the conference rooms 
 
ANNUAL SOCIAL EVENTS - Low Country Boil and Pig Pickin   
 
In spring and fall, First Flight hosts a “company” picnic for the startups that are part of 
the First Flight community. Also invited are stakeholders, partners, donors and others in 
the innovation ecosystem. With typically over 200 attendees, these gatherings offer 
excellent company visibility in a fun environment. 
 
Follow the link to learn more about details of these sponsorship opportunities: 
 

- Spring Low Country Boil (link) 
- Fall Pig Pickin’ (link) 

 
 
 
 



ITINERARIES - $100 per session 
 
On a bi-monthly basis, First Flight hosts a gathering whose topics range from a 
presentation by a First Flight resident company about their research to a visit from high 
ranking federal agency official. This casual gathering ranges in attendance from 15 – 50 
depending on the topic.  Sponsorship of Itineraries includes the following benefits: 
 

- Services provided acknowledged to audience by First Flight host 
- Ability to distribute marketing materials and/or have an exhibit table pre and 

post event 
- Promotion through social media post-event 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS/EVENTS 
 
First Flight is fortunate to have many opportunities throughout the year to offer sponsor 
participation in special projects and events.  Examples include: 

-  The SBIR Road Tour visited North Carolina, bringing entrepreneurs from across 
the state to learn about obtaining non-dilutive funding from SBIR/STTR grants. 
They also had the opportunity to meet one-on-one with Program Managers from 
12 federal agencies.  

- Learning about accepting foreign investments from corporate law attorneys 
- Hosting the Program Manager from the National Cancer Institute for a 

presentation about grant opportunities 
 
As opportunities arise, they will be publicized. 
 
For additional information, contact Bridget McMinn, Director of Strategy and Innovation, 
bmcminn@ffvcnc.org, M 919-360-1245 


